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The Greater Victoria School District wishes to recognize and acknowledge the
Esquimalt and Songhees Nations on whose traditional territories we live, we learn,
and we do our work.

Celebrating the 37th year of the Aboriginal
Recognition Ceremony
The first Aboriginal Recognition Ceremony in the
Greater Victoria School District happened 37 years
ago, in 1982. At that time, we recognized less than
10 Aboriginal students. This year, we are
recognizing approximately 70 Aboriginal students
from the Greater Victoria School District, however
not all of the students are in attendance at tonight’s
ceremony.
Way to go grads of 2019!
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Thank you
to the following Sponsors

of the 2019 Aboriginal Nations Success Through Education Student
Calendar and the Aboriginal Nations Education Recognition Ceremony:
• Aaron Aubin, Nicole Hajash, Darcy Aubin
Scholarship Sponsorship
• Autumn Maxwell, Scholarship Sponsorship
• Camosun College, Aboriginal Education &
Community Connections
• Carey Newman, Blue Raven Gallery, Scholarship
Sponsorship
• Dr. Rose Lenser, Scholarship Sponsorship
• Greater Victoria Police Diversity Advisory
Committee
• Hulitan Family & Community Services Society
• Island Blue Print
• Karrie Hill, Scholarship Sponsorship
• Lambrick Park Secondary
• Lyackson First Nation
• Mt. Douglas High School

• M’Akola Development Services Society
• Oak Bay High School
• Royal Roads University, Indigenous Education
& Student Services
• Seacoast Screen Printing
• Songhees Nation
• Spectrum Community School
• Rafer & Vicky Strandlund (Strandlund
Investments Ltd.)
• Surrounded by Cedar Child & Family Services
• University of Victoria, Indigenous Academic &
Community Engagement
• University of Victoria, Indigenous Education
• VanCity Credit Union

A special thank you to the Liquor Control Board and the
Board of Education SD61 for their Dry Grad donation of $1,065.91

We would also like to acknowledge and congratulate the winners of the
2019 Grade 8 and Grade 10 Aboriginal Achievement Awards. This year’s recipients are:
Grade 8 Aboriginal Raven Achievement Award
Tarlynn Atleo George, Shoreline Middle School
Caraleigh Rice, Shoreline Middle School
Aries Nason, Central Middle School
Natalie Pillipow, Colquitz Middle School
Grade 10 Aboriginal Salmon Achievement Award
Claudette George, Spectrum Community School
Aiden Bennett, Spectrum Community School
Elleanna Hunt, Reynolds Secondary School
Emily Lane, Lambrick Park Secondary School
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2019 Scholarship Recipients
Dr. Rose Lenser
First Nations into Science Scholarship
(Successful candidate is selected by Dr. Rose Lenser)

Dr. Rose Lenser is a family physician currently practicing in Victoria, B.C. She was born and
raised in Northwestern B.C. (Terrace) where she graduated from high school. She received
a Bachelor of Science [Biology] degree at Concordia University in Montreal and her Doctor
of Medicine degree from the University of British Columbia in 1999. Dr. Lenser is proud of
her Wet’suwet’en heritage and is a member of the Squamish Nation. Her scholarship is
offered to a student aiming for a degree in Science or Health Careers.

Alexis Shepheard

Alexis is graduating from Victoria High School and has Haida/Sto:lo ancestry. She has been accepted
into Camosun College to attain her first year courses and then hopes to attend the University of Alberta
enrolling in their Medical Sciences program. Alexis is both athletically and academically gifted and has
been on the Honour Roll since grade 10. Congratulations Alexis and good luck in your future endeavors!

Judy Bourne Memorial Scholarship

(Successful candidates are selected by a representative from M’akola Development Services)

The Judy Bourne Memorial Scholarships are awarded in recognition of Judy Bourne, an
inspirational woman of Cree Ancestry. Judy was a devoted wife and mother of six children.
She was well known for her athletic and coaching abilities, particularly as a nationally and
internationally recognized volleyball coach. The Judy Bourne Memorial Scholarships
recognize students who demonstrate good scholastic ability, community involvement and
leadership abilities and are sponsored by the M’akola Development Services.

Rayn Cook-Thomas

Rayn is a student with Songhees and Kwakwaka’wakw ancestry who is graduating from Victoria High
School. Rayn is a talented dancer, choreographer, athlete and scholar. He won gold at the North
American Indigenous Games in Toronto, for soccer. Rayn will be attending York University in Toronto
to purse a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree in Dance. His goal is to become a choreographer “to share my
voice and experience through strong, athletic, artistic and passionate movement”. Congratulations,
Rayn! All the best to you in your studies and artistic pursuits!
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Judy Bourne Memorial Scholarship (cont’d)
Destiny Hanson

Destiny is from the Ehattesaht Band of the Nuchatlaht First Nation and attends Lambrick Park Secondary
School. Destiny is a skilled basketball player who has played locally, provincially and nationally. She
plans to attend Camosun College in the Indigenous Studies Program and hopes to play for the college
basketball team. She is described as a “well-rounded” student who is hard-working, academic, athletic
and trustworthy. Congratulations, Destiny and all the best in post-secondary!

Hemasaka Aboriginal Nations Scholarships
(Successful candidate is selected by Carey Newman)

Hemasaka is the traditional name of retired ANED teacher Victor Newman. In the
Kwakwala language, Hemasaka means “makings of a chief.” Carey Newman sponsors
these scholarships to honour the many years of teaching that his father has given to him,
his sisters and generations of students in the Greater Victoria School District. He and his
family hope that the recipient of this scholarship will continue on with their education and
go on to become a leader on whatever path they choose.

Calvin George

Calvin is a student with Songhees ancestry and who is graduating from Esquimalt High School. He will
be attending Camosun College and working towards a diploma in Early Childhood Education. He would
like to work in a pre-school setting along with facilitating First Nations art workshops. He enjoys working
with youth and it is his focus on pursuing a career in teaching. Calvin has a deep passion for creating art
and his generous, calm and creative spirit we are sure, will guide him to success. Congratulations Calvin,
all the best to you in your future studies!

Destiny Hanson

Destiny is from the Ehattesaht Band of the Nuchatlaht First Nation and attends Lambrick Park Secondary
School. Destiny is a skilled basketball player who has played locally, provincially and nationally. She
plans to attend Camosun College in the Indigenous Studies Program and hopes to play for the college
basketball team. She is described as a “well-rounded” student who is hard-working, academic, athletic
and trustworthy. Congratulations, Destiny and all the best in post-secondary!
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Violet’s Pride Scholarship
Violet’s Pride Scholarship was started by Aaron Aubin, Nicole Hajash, and Darcy Aubin,
who are Kwakwaka’wakw and French Canadian descent and are all graduates of Mt.
Douglas High School. They are sponsoring this scholarship in memory of their
grandmother, Violet Duncan. Violet was a member of the Campbell River First Nation. She
valued education and encouraged all of her twenty-one grandchildren to finish high school
and pursue post-secondary education.

Olivia Pallmann

Olivia is a Métis/Cree student who is graduating from Esquimalt High School. Olivia is a resilient and kind
student who is involved in athletics, volunteering and Indigenous student functions. She plans to attend
Camosun College to study in the Indigenous Family Support Worker Program. Congratulations, Olivia,
and all the best in your studies!

Cold Comfort Scholarships
On Canada’s 150 birthday, a local business called Cold Comfort Ice Cream wanted to do more to
acknowledge that First Peoples have been connected to the land we know call Canada since time
immemorial. To raise attention they displayed a sign on their business that said “Cold Comfort would
like to acknowledge that we have been working on the traditional Lkwungen territory of the Esquimalt
and Songhees people for the last seven years. INDIGENOUS PEOPLE HAVE BEEN STEWARDS OF “OUR”
HOME ON NATIVE LAND SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL. Moving forward, in the spirit of reconciliation, all
proceeds from sales of scooped ice cream at Cold Comfort on July 1st will go towards creating a culinary
bursary for an Indigenous high school student in our community.” It was immediately obvious hundreds
of people felt similarly and wanted to help. So on top of ALL sales on that day many from the Victoria
community donated towards the Cold Comfort Culinary Arts & Trades Scholarships.

Kai Gelling

Kai is a Mohawk student who is graduating from Lambrick Park Secondary. He plans to attend either
UVIC or UBC next year to become a Biochemical or Genetic Engineer because he says, “I want to do
something good in this world.” Kai has also participated in the community in a leadership role and as a
buddy/mentor for youth with disabilities helping them play baseball . He would also like to help in
developing mental health and addictions clinics so people can get help and easily access treatment and
services they need. Best of luck Kai in your future endeavors!

Grace Vermette

Grace is a Métis student who attends Reynold’s Secondary School. Grace has been a member of the
school music program and is involved with choir, vocal jazz, chamber choir and musical theatre. She
plays a number of instruments and takes a leadership role in the music program. Grace plans to pursue
a fine arts degree at the University of Victoria and is particularly interested in voice and visual arts. She
is described as hard working, easy-going and helpful. Congratulations, Grace, all the best to you in your
future studies!
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Cold Comfort Scholarships (cont’d)
Sadie Hatt

Sadie is an Anishinaabe/Ojibwe student who is graduating from Victoria High School. Sadie is an honour
roll student who is artistic, athletic and very good in the auto body program. She plans to attend
Sheridan College to study in their animation program. She is reliable, hard-working, friendly and helpful.
She plans to take a gap year to travel before embarking on post-secondary studies. Congratulations,
Sadie and all the best in your future plans!

Lifting Each Other Up Culinary Arts
& Trades Scholarship
On Canada’s 150 birthday, two local businesses; Deadbeetz Food Truck and the Hot and
Cold Café, wanted to do more to acknowledge that First Peoples have been connected to
the land we know call Canada since time immemorial. As an act of reconciliation, on
Canada’s 150th birthday Deadbeetz displayed a sign on their business that said
“Deadbeetz would like to acknowledge that we have been working on the traditional
Lkwungen territory of the Esquimalt and Songhees people. WE RECOGNIZE THAT
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE HAVE BEEN HERE SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL. Moving forward, in
the spirit of reconciliation, a portion of our profits from this event will create a culinary
bursary for an Indigenous high school student in our community.” The Hot and Cold Café
also felt strongly about this, and the two businesses came together to create the “Lifting
Each Other Up” Culinary Arts and Trades Scholarship. This Scholarship is for an Aboriginal
woman or two-spirited person entering a culinary/trades/ or business career field.

Trinity Elizabeth

Trinity is a student with Métis/Cree ancestry and attends Victoria High School. She is a multiple award
winning hair dressing student who recently won a provincial Skills BC Competition and is currently
attending a national competition in Nova Scotia. Trinity plans to attend the Johan Casablanca Institute
in Vancouver in the Hair Art Design Diploma Program. She is described as a hard-working, kind and
helpful student. Congratulations, Trinity and all the best in your future studies!
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Freda Shaughnessy Sports/Academic
Scholarship

Freda was from the Kwicksutaineuk Nation and a champion of the Kwakwala language.
She was originally hired by the Victoria school district in 1979 to teach the language at S.J.
Willis Junior High. Since that time she continued to volunteer her time to sit on our district
Education Advisory Councils putting in over 25 years to work on making a difference in the
Aboriginal Education world. She was always concerned about her children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren being supported at the schools. Freda also shared the voices and
perspectives of the many youth she worked with at the Youth Custody Center and as a
volunteer for street youth downtown. She exemplified dedication, commitment and
honor and she role modeled what it means to be of service to the community. Freda was
known as the T-Bird momma as she supported the T-Bird Soccer Clubs for 40 years.

Rayn Cook-Thomas

Rayn is a student with Songhees and Kwakwaka’wakw ancestry who is graduating from Victoria High
School. Rayn is a talented dancer, choreographer, athlete and scholar. He won gold at the North
American Indigenous Games in Toronto, for soccer. Rayn will be attending York University in Toronto to
purse a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree in Dance. His goal is to become a choreographer “to share my voice
and experience through strong, athletic, artistic and passionate movement”. Congratulations, Rayn! All
the best to you in your studies and artistic pursuits!

Robert Warren Trades Scholarship
Lacuse Robert Warren was a member of the Songhees First Nation and part of the Albany
family clan. He attended Esquimalt High School and at the age of 17, enlisted in the Royal
Canadian Air Force. Robert dedicated his life to both non-status and status First Nations.
Robert negotiated with the Greater Victoria School District for two years regarding the
Victoria Native Indian Education Commission and Victoria Native Education Council. In
1980, his negotiations lead to the development of the Native Indian Education Division,
now known as Aboriginal Nations Education Division. Robert facilitated the 1980
inaugural First Nations Graduation Ceremony at Pearson United World College.

Wyatt Rodger

Wyatt has Cree ancestry and attends Esquimalt High School. Wyatt is described as a hard working
student who is reliable, easy going and very skilled in the trades. He plans to continue his studies at
Camosun College to study in the electrical program. Congratulations, Wyatt and all the best with your
future plans!
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Nella Nelson Legacy Academic Scholarship
This scholarship is sponsored by Hulitan Family & Community Services Society. It is in
recognition of Nella Nelson, Klaapalasugwela/Maxwagila. Nella is a Kwakwaka’wakw
teacher, leader, mentor, advocate, mother, grandmother and great grandmother. She is
born within the ‘Namgis Nation of Alert Bay, B.C. and a member of the Tsawataineuk
Nation at Kingcome Inlet. In 1972, Nella moved to Victoria to study at Camosun College
and soon transferred to UVIC to pursue studies in Anthropology and then Education. Upon
graduation, Nella began a lifelong career as a teacher with the Greater Victoria School
District working as a high school history teacher and counsellor for ten years at S.J. Willis
Junior High, Central Junior High and Victoria High School then becoming the District
Administrator for the Aboriginal Nations Education Division in 1988. In June 2018 Nella
retired after over forty years of ground-breaking and thriving educational leadership
within Victoria and throughout the province.

Katie Banman

Katie is a Métis student who attends Spectrum Community School. Katie is an honour roll student who
also excels in sports and sports leadership. She has been part of the Hockey Academy at her school and
has a 4.0 GPA! Katie will be attending the Gustavson School of Business at the University of Victoria to
pursue a Bachelor of Commerce degree; with plans to later pursue a law degree specializing in Treaty
Law. Katie is described as warm and considerate with an eye for social justice and natural leadership
abilities. Congratulations, Katie and all the best in your post-secondary studies!

Congratulations
to all the winners!
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The Graduates of 2019
Esquimalt High School

Nicholas Daum-Wilson
Cowichan

Nicholas’s future plans are to continue working and saving
money. His favourite teacher is Mr. Fraser from George Jay,
because he took him on fieldtrips throughout the school year. In
his spare time Nicholas enjoys gaming and has been ranked on a
gaming platform and he also received “Employee of the Month”
while working at Tim Hortons. Nicholas would like to thank Char
Charlie, Rachel Trebilco, and his parents for all their
encouragement throughout the years and his role model Martha,
because of her endless support.

Calvin George
Songhees

Calvin’s future plan is to become a teacher. Calvin’s Fist Nations
name is Cheeth’m and he loves to do art. He is responsible for the
designs for George Jay Elementary and Esquimalt’s pink shirt day.
Calvin would like to thank all his teachers and EAs that have helped
him through his high school years. His role model is his dad because
he gets up for work every day and for how well known he is at his
job. Calvin’s advice to fellow students, “Do all the work in middle
school so that you understand more when you get to high school and
don’t be afraid to ask for help.”
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Solamae Holmes

Solamae is planning on taking a Gap year to work and then journey
on to post-secondary. Her favourite teachers are Ms. Hoffman and
Mr. Henderson, because they have always given her the help she
needed. In her free time Solomae enjoys art and drawing and has
received a service award for her volunteer work. Solamae would like
to thank Mrs. Hoffman and her mother for all their support and
encouragement. Her role model is her mom because she has always
done a lot of things that she aspires to do herself, such as graduate
from university and travel the world. Her advice to fellow students,
“Never doubt yourself!”

Fynn La Boucan
Cree, Whitefish Nation

Fynn plans on attending UVIC to study Biology. She has been a
member of the Gifted District Program and in her free time enjoys
playing soccer, swimming and readying. Her favourite teacher is
Mrs. Aiken, because she is always supportive and positive. Fynn
would like to thank and acknowledge her parents, teachers, coaches
and family friends for their incredible support and encouragement.
Her role model is her Mom, because she is loving, strong and an
intelligent person. Her advice to fellow students, “Never be afraid to
ask for support or help. There are so many caring people out there
that want you to get where you want to be. The first step sometimes
is just to ask!”

Shelby LeBlanc
Tlicho

Shelby’s future plan is to learn ASL next year. After that, she plans
to get a degree in Biochemistry. Her hobbies include playing the
cello, music and reading. Her favourite teacher is Mr. Grinder
because his teaching style works well for her. Shelby would like to
acknowledge and thank Gail McGraw for all her support and
encouragement.
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Trillium McNabb
Mi’kmaq

Trillium is going to take a Gap year and then plans on going to
Camosun College for animation or history. She did a month of
schooling at the Pacific Design Academy and also an internship at the
Victoria Chamber of Commerce. In her free time she enjoys drawing,
sewing, knitting and theater. Her favourite teachers have been Ms.
Dunn and Ms. Hermanson. Trillium would like to thank her mom, Dad,
Ms. Hermanson, Ms. Baylis, Ms. Dunn and Brian Williams for all their
support and encouragement throughout the years.

Damion Modeste-Joe
Esquimalt

Damion plans on attending UBC, get a job in creative writing and just
live life. His favourite teachers have been Mr. G, Rachel, Mrs. Coutts,
Mrs. Payne & Mr. Thompson. Damion enjoys writing, music, hiking,
socializing, cooking, gaming and fishing in his free time. He would
like to thank his Auntie Candice, Uncle D, Grandma Debbi, Rachel and
Ms. Paisley for all their support throughout the years. His advice to
fellow students, “Stay ahead of your work if you can because it is
always better to be ahead than behind.”

Olivia Pallmann
Cree/Métis

Olivia’s favourite teachers have been Mr. Koontz, Brian, Rachel, Ms.
Baylis and Char, because of their endless support and many moments
of laughter and jokes while still pushing her to get through the year.
She would like to work in the Indigenous Communities and offer
support for all youth and families. Olivia has been on the Honor Roll six
times and has played volleyball since Grade 6. In grade 10 she had the
privilege of becoming a team captain. She then went on to win the
M.V.P award. Olivia would like to thank and acknowledge her mother
Mollie and her grandma Carol for all their support throughout the years.
Her role model is Freddie Mercury because he did not care what people
thought of him and his flamboyant look as well as coming out as gay.
Even with much hate he stilled lived his life how he wished and not how
others wanted him to. Her advice to fellow students, “Keep pushing
yourself to accomplish what you want and to not give up even if your
life seems hard in that moment.”
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Wyatt Rodger
Cree, Norway House

Wyatt would like to go to college and become an electrician. He has
been involved in the TASK and InBusiness Programs and has received a
Purdy Award. His favourite teacher is Ms. McGraw, because she has
always helped him with anything he needed. Wyatt would like to thank
Layla and Rachel for always being very supportive. He is also looking
into his past as well as his culture to find out more about who he is. His
advice to fellow students, “Take a deep breath and calm down. Life
will work out as long as you persevere.”

Peter Sam
Songhees

Peter would like to continue his education in the Culinary Arts. His
hobbies are working out and cooking. His favourite teacher and role
model is Brandon Aris, because he is an amazing educator. Peter
would like to thank Brian for his endless jokes and support throughout
the years. His advice to fellow students, “Stay in class and continue to
work hard.”

Nathan Sitar

Nathan’s future plans are to work full time and then later going to
College. His hobbies include playing basketball, video games and
hanging out with friends. Nathan’s favourite teacher is Mr. Thompson,
because he is so laid back and chill. Nathan would like to thank all his
teachers, friends and every staff member for being supportive and
encouraging him. His role model is his dad because he pushes him to
get his school work done. His advice to fellow students, “Show up to
class.”
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Lambrick Park
Secondary School
Kai Gelling
Mohawk

Kai will be going to post-secondary to take Biochemical or Genetic
Engineering. His favourite teacher is Mr. Helm, because he connects
his teachings to real life lessons and keeps him interested. Kai enjoys
baseball and has been part of the Challengers Program which helps
kids with disabilities play. Kai would like to thank his family and
friends for all their support and encouragement through school. His
advice to fellow students, “Make sure to enjoy high school and
surround yourself with people that love you.”

Destiny Alexis Ruth Hanson
Ehattesaht

Destiny’s future plan is to pursue Indigenous Studies at Camosun
College. Her favourite teacher is Ms. Forsyth, because she is
supportive, funny, caring and committed to making every student
feel good about themselves. Destiny has been involved in
basketball and went to the Provincials. She was also the team All
Star at the Island Championships. She participated as a member of
the Aboriginal Team BC winning Silver at the North American
Indigenous Games and has been involved in peer tutoring at
school. Destiny would like to acknowledge and thank Mr. Baker,
coach, supporter and friend and Ms. McKechnie, for her academic
support and encouragement. Her role models are her mom, who
gave her the opportunity to come to Victoria; Mr. Baker, for
encouraging her to be her personal best and J. Fogelklou, who is
the best friend anyone could have. Her advice to fellow students,
“Don’t be afraid to ask for help!”
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Maisie Leblanc

Jaiden Schembri-Moss

Jaiden is going to Ryerson University to study Fashion Design. His
favourite teachers have been Ms. J. & Mr. Gronow, because they
both are supportive and make school easy. Jaiden would like to
thank and acknowledge Ian Connor, for all his support. His advice
to fellow students, “Trust nothing but your clothes.”
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Mt. Douglas Secondary
School
Haddon Innes-McDonald

Kayla Kines
Mohawk, Métis

Kayla is planning on attending Camosun College in the fall and
would like to enroll in the Child & Youth Care Program. She
spends most of her time working but enjoys hanging out with
friends. Kayla would like to thank and acknowledge her
parents and friends for all their support over the years. Her
advice to fellow students, “Attend, I missed lots of classes and
it really did affect my grades.”

Gideone Kremler
Cherokee

Gideone’s favourite teacher has been Mr. Quast, because he is
very thoughtful, fun and keeps his classes engaging. He plans on
attending Simon Fraser University to pursue football and
Educational Psychology. He has been on the Honour Roll,
awarded Male Athletic/Academic Student of the Year and is a
2018 AAA Provincial Football Champion and MVP. Gideone
would like to thank his parents for continually supporting him
and his siblings and for always pushing him to do better. His role
model is his dad because of his calm demeanor and thoughtful
passion for improving. His advice to fellow students, “Find what
you enjoy doing and explore it. Take time aside from everyday
school to find out what you really like.”
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Zairech Kremler
Cherokee

Zairech is off to Simon Fraser University on a football
scholarship with his brothers. His favourite teacher is Mr.
Quast, because of his teaching style and charisma which made
it easy to come to class. He has been involved in Provincial and
International competitions in football, awarded Academic and
Athletic Excellence Awards and also has been the 2019
Provincial Champion. Zairech would like to thank his family for
their constant support and for every ounce of love in between.
His role model is Mr. Griffin, who was his counsellor the past
year and who has led with humour, intelligence and kindness.
His advice to fellow students, “Work towards your own future
every chance you get, every day tell yourself, I can rest
tomorrow.”

Kasey Milligan
Métis Cree

Kasey is taking a year off to work and then plans on going back
to school to study. Her favourite teachers are Mr. Hallett, Ms.
Pribilsky and Tammy because she loves being in their
classrooms and she has known Tammy for 6 years. Kasey as
also been a part of the Special Olympics outside of school. She
would like to thank everyone in her family and all her friends
for having her back. Her advice to fellow students, “TRY, and
do what makes you happy.”

Braden Nelson
Dzawada’enuxw, Ahousaht

Braden’s favourite teacher has been Ms. Elder. His future plan
is to find a full time job. Braden enjoys playing soccer and would
like to thank and acknowledge his friends and family for all their
support over the years. Good luck Braden!
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Oak Bay High School
Emma O’Neill
Cree

Emma’s favourite teacher has been Mrs. McCartney, because she has
always been nice to her. Her future plan is to go to Camosun College
and in her free time she enjoys listening to music. Emma would like to
thank and acknowledge Mr. Evancheau, her mom and sister for all
their support and encouragement throughout the years. Her role
model is her mom.

Kendall Pollard
Red River Métis

Kendall’s future plans are to go into psychology at Camosun College
and eventually travel to Tibet. Her hobbies include photography,
painting, sketching and embroidery. She really likes amphibians and
reptiles. Kendall would like to thank Cari Tremblay, the Youth and
Family Counsellor, for her support and encouragement throughout
the years. Her advice to fellow students, “Put your mental health first
because you can’t reach your full potential if you are struggling.”

Ariel Schellenberger
Namgis

Ariel plans on attending UVIC in the fall for science and then switching
into kinesiology. She loves to play soccer and received the Junior
Athlete of the Year Award in 2017. Her favourite teacher is Ms.
McKinty, because she is very understanding and has supported her
the past four years. Ariel would like to thank and acknowledge her
dad and family for supporting her in everything she does. Her role
model is her older brother Brandon because he inspires her, is
talented, hardworking and a determined figure in her life. Her
advice to fellow students, “Don’t let anyone crush your dreams or
admirations no matter how much the person means to you.”
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Starrla Webster
Ahousaht, Nuu-chah-nulth

Starrla’s future plans are to work and travel for a year. After that she
would like to attend UVIC and enroll into their Kinesiology program.
She has been involved in the Best Buddies and enjoys playing soccer
and listening to music. Starrla would like to acknowledge and thank
her mom and grandma for always being by her side and supporting
her. Her advice to fellow students, “Do your homework right away
because it doesn’t magically disappear.” Best of luck Starrla!

Reynolds Secondary
School
Nadia Cassis

Nadia plans to work for a year and then enroll into postsecondary to get a degree in psychology and criminology. In her
free time she likes to write, read, paint and photography. Her
favourite teacher is Ms. King, as she helped her the past three
years and has always encouraged her to do more. Nadia would
like to thank and acknowledge all her teachers, counselors and
parents for all their support and encouragement. Her role model
is Ejemen her counsellor, who is always positive and
understanding and has helped her through the tough times. Her
advice to fellow students, “Don’t give up even if you think you
can’t do anything.”
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Makenna Child

Alanza Munoz
Syren Quick
Tla-o-qui-aht

Syren’s favourite teacher is Mr. Jung, because he has supported and
encouraged her interest in art, which explains her future goal to
becoming a tattoo artist. In her free time she enjoys painting,
sketching, writing, music and cooking. Syren would like to thank and
acknowledge her family and friends for all their support and
encouragement through the years. Her advice to fellow students,
“It may seem hard at times, but if you grit your teeth and bare it, the
payoff is great. If you don’t have a ton of friends, don’t worry.
Everything gets better closer to the end of the year.”

Alexa Rolston
Métis

Alexa plans on attending UVIC in the fall and enroll in the
Humanities program which should not be very difficult as she has
been on the school Honour Roll. Alexa would like to thank her
parents and all her teachers for their support and encouragement
throughout the years. Good luck Alexa!

19

Austin Rutherford
Tsay Key Dene

Austin plans on attending Camosun College and either enrolling in
the Trades program for welding or go into studying as a
physiotherapist. He is also planning on attending the 2020 North
American Indigenous Games for soccer. He won a gold in the 2017
NAIG in Toronto and has been in the Task Program at school. Austin
would like to thank and acknowledge his teammates, coaches, Alex
Nelson, Glenn and all the trainers at PISE for their support and
encouragement. His role model is Chris Hinton, for work and
condition training and Alex Nelson and Glen Assu for their leadership
in soccer.

Matthew Smith

Jessica Strandlund
Métis

Jessica will be going to university to become a teacher. She has won
the Premier’s Award for Sports Excellence and was the top student
in the Career Planning & Recreation Program. In her spare time she
enjoys sports (especially softball) and she also enjoys dance. Her
favourite teacher is Mr. Turcotte, because he inspires all his
students and makes school fun. Jessica would like to thank her
family, her teammates, friends and teachers who have showed their
support throughout the years. Her advice to fellow students,
“Always do your best in the moment because if you wait until later
it will be much harder to catch up”.
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Grace Vermette
Métis

Grace has been highly active in the school choir, band, vocals and
Jazz ensembles and plans on studying music at UVIC. Her favourite
teachers are Mr. Davis and Mrs. Kerr, as they have supported her
music and Ms. Belevedere, who made her love English class. Grace
would like to thank her mother and father for pushing her to keep
persevering and her music teachers for all their support. Her role
model is Mrs. Kerr, who has been a great inspiration and is an
amazing vocalist and mentor. She hopes to become as successful as
her one day. Her advice to fellow students, “Don’t beat yourself up
over failures, they are a part of life that helps you grow as a person.
Don’t procrastinate too much, it will only stress you out.”

Spectrum Community
School
Katarina Banman
Métis

Katie will be studying Commerce at the Gustavson School of Business
at UVIC in the fall. She enjoys playing sports and has been playing at
a high level in community and inter-school leagues. She has been
involved in the 2019 FMAAA Vancouver Island Seals, Spectrum
Hockey Skills Academy, duel credit programs and Spectrum Turn &
Rink Project. In 2017 she received the Female Athlete of the Year
Award, 2019 Senior Girls Basketball MVP, Leadership Award and is the
schools 2019 Valedictorian. She has been on the Honour Roll from
2015-2019. Katie would like to thank all her teachers, coaches and
support staff for all their encouragement throughout the years. Her
role model is her brother Jackson, as he has always encouraged her
to be a good leader. Her advice to fellow students, “Immerse yourself
in school culture and community. Sport, clubs and programs can
enhance your high school experience tremendously.”
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Lauren Brown
Upper Tanana/White River First Nation

Lauren is planning to attend UVIC next year and enroll in the
Business Program. She is an academic achiever and in her spare
time enjoys riding horses. Her favourite teacher is Mr. Grew,
because he made the Outdoor Recreation Program fun. Lauren
would like to thank and acknowledge her parents for all their
support and encouragement throughout the years. Her role model
is her riding coach because she has shown her how to work hard at
what she loves. Her advice to fellow students, “Keep pushing even
when things get hard.”

Abby Carlson
Cree, Nisga’a, Ahousaht

Abby is planning on attending Camosun College next year. She likes
going to community programs like TCC and Phoenix. Her favourite
teacher is Ms. Bott because she has amazing dogs and makes the best
popcorn. Her advice to fellow students, “Don’t drop out! Just keep
trying.”

Connor Dunn
Ojibwe

Connor’s favourite teacher has been Mr. Gordon because of his laid
back style. Connor would like to work for a year and then go to
Camosun College. He was involved in the (LLV) Community Living
Victoria Program and in his free time likes to play video games and
studying animals. Connor would like to thank and acknowledge his
mom and dad for all their support and encouragement throughout
the years. His mom is his role model because she has passed on her
knowledge to him. His advice to fellow students, “Don’t try to prove
yourself to others.”
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Jeremy Ferreira

Larissa Joseph
Songhees/Tsawout

Larissa’s future plans are to either work with children or in the
shipyard. Her favourite teachers have been Emma and Papa Brian and
in her spare time she enjoys listening to music. Larissa would like to
thank and acknowledge her mother, father and Papa Vic for all their
support and encouragement through the years. Her advice to fellow
students, “Have fun because you can only be in high school once!”

Richard Kelly

Richard’s future plan is to become a real estate agent. In his free time
he enjoys playing rugby and working out. His favourite teacher is Mr.
Caine, due to his upbeat attitude. Richard would like to thank and
acknowledge his friends and family for all their support over the years.
His role model is Kobe Bryant due to his strong work ethic. His advice
to fellow students, “Manage your time well and don’t procrastinate.”
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Braydon Newman
Heiltsuk

Braydon likes to build things and has been involved in the TASK
Program. His long-term goal is to set up a wood fabrication shop in
Bella Bella. He is also interested in physics and philosophy. His
favourite teachers have been Barry and Emma Milliken. Braydon
would like to thank and acknowledge Emma Milliken and Jude for
all their support and encouragement. When asked who his role
model was he said that there have been many who have inspired
him. His advice to fellow students, “Find ways to challenge yourself
and push yourself beyond barriers.”

Josh Saunders
Métis

Josh’s future goal is to go to Camosun or UVIC and enroll in the
Commerce Program. In his spare time he enjoys walking his dog and
playing 2K. Josh would like to thank and acknowledge his mom for
always being there for him and putting family first. His advice to
fellow students, “Make the most out of high school before it is over.”

Kate Steele

Kate’s future plans are to work and take courses through Camosun
College to become a police officer. She loves to read and hang out
with friends. Her favourite teacher is Mr. Barry, because he was
there when she needed support. Kate would like to thank her mom
Jess, Joanne and Mr. Barry, for all their encouragement throughout
the years. Her role model is her mom, as she has taught her how to
be strong.
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Victoria High School

Gavin Amy

Gavin has ancestry from the Ojibway Nation. One of his favorite
teachers is Mr. Bradley at Vic High! Gavin plans to move to
Winnipeg after high school and do a gap year, working before
attending post-secondary. He would like to thank his mother for her
support and encouragement through the years. His advice to other
students, “Be your best!” Congratulations, Gavin and all the best in
your future plans.

Jarell August

Jarell is from the Ahousaht First Nations. His favorite teacher is Mr.
Frank Conibear, “because of who he is!” Jarell has no plans right away
but will look for a job and work for a while before thinking about college.
His hobbies include drumming and singing traditional songs. He is a
long-time member of the Unity Drum Group. Jarell would like to thank
his parents and brothers for their support and encouragement through
the years. His role model is his dad because he is a hard worker, eventempered and kind. His advice to other students, “Stay in school!”
Congratulations, Jarell, all the best in your future plans.
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Boyd Billy Jr.

Boyd is a member of the Lillooet and Nuu Chah Nulth First Nations.
His favorite teachers are those that let him take naps and give
minimal homework! He plans to take a year off and work before
taking a trades program at Camosun. His hobbies include gaming,
cooking and hanging out with family. He would like to thank his
mother and Joanne for their support and encouragement to finish
high school. His advice to other students, “Try not to take a nap.
Develop good work habits!” Congratulations, Boyd, all the best to
you!

Rayn Cook-Thomas

Rayn has ancestry from the Songhees/Lekwungen and
Namgis/Kwakwaka’wakw Nations. His favorite teacher is Ms.
Kerry Kritch because she guided him on his dance journey
through high school. He plans to attend Ryerson University in
Toronto or York University in the Dance: BFA program. Rayn loves
to dance and takes dance at school and in private practice. He has
won a Gold Metal at the North American Indigenous Games in
Toronto for Soccer; Choreography and Platform 61 performances
at Vic High; the Grade 10 Salmon Achievement Award and the
Grade 8 Raven Achievement Awards! Rayn would like to thank his
mother, Krystal Cook, his supportive family, Kerry Kritch, and all
the other dance/theatre mentors he has worked with for their
support and encouragement through the years. His role model
has been his mother for her ambition, creativity, beauty, storytelling abilities, strength and love! His advice to other students,
“I would say that authenticity to be who you are is a vital attribute
to enjoying your high school experience! “ Way to go, Rayn!
Congratulations and all the best in your post-secondary years!
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Noah Cutfeet

Noah has ancestry from the Cree Nation. He has had a lot of favorite
teachers through the years, and says he’s lucky to have a lot of good
ones. Noah will go to Camosun college and pursue a visual arts
degree. His interests are in arts, drawing in particular. Noah was
involved in painting a mural downtown Victoria as part of the City of
Victoria Youth Arts Council. He would like to thank his parents for
their support and encouragement through the years. His advice to
other students, “Don’t procrastinate!” Congratulations, Noah and all
the best to you!

Kaylee Daniels

Kaylee has Cree and Saulteux ancestry. Her favorite teacher is Ms.
Georgina Hope because she is “incredibly open-hearted, allowing for an
amazing atmosphere in her classroom”. Her plans are to attend
Camosun and pursue an Associate of Science Degree. Her hobbies are
reading and photography. Kaylee would like to thank her mother, and
her best friend Cambria Wiens for their support and encouragement
through the years. Her role model is Cambria because she is a hard
worker and the most caring person she’s ever met. Her advice to other
students, “School is really tough but it helped me to seek advice from
teachers and counselors!” Congratulations, Kaylee and all the best in
your future plans!

Trinity Elizabeth

Trinity has Métis ancestry. Her favorite teacher has been Pam Murray
for her help and support in the hairdressing program. She plans to
move to Vancouver to take the John Casablancas Institute training.
She will eventually obtain a red seal certificate. Hairdressing is her
passion and he’s always looking to improve her skills. She won the
Skills Canada Regionals placing 3rd in 2018 and 1st in 2019! Trinity
would like to thank her family and friends for their support and
encouragement through the years. Her role model is her mother who
she describes as a beautiful and kind hearted person. “She works hard
and makes her dreams a reality. She is an all-around inspiring
person”. Her advice to other students, “Be yourself and stay strong.
Don’t change for others, hard work pays off!” All the best, Trinity,
congratulations on your graduation!
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Jamie Gillingwater

Jamie is a student with Mi’kmaq ancestry. Her favorite teachers are Jan
Picard and Frank Conibear for making school feel like home! Jamie plans
to attend Camosun College and study in the Early Childhood Education
Program. She would like to thank her family, friends and teachers for
their support and encouragement through the years. All the best to
you, Jamie and congratulations!

Sadie Hatt

Sadie has Anishinaabe/Ojibwe ancestry. Her favorite teachers have
been: Mr. Geehan; Ms. Reside; Mr. Wallace; Ms. Lukat; and Cecil
Mitchell. “They are all very supportive and really care about you”! Sadie
plans to attend Sheridan College for the Bachelor of Animation
program. Her hobbies have been art and ballet and this year she
started playing soccer for Bays United. Sadie won second place prize of
$500 for the In.Business Program! She would like to thank her teacher
Mr. Geehan for all his support and encouragement through math. Her
advice to other students, “Try everything you are interested in while it’s
free at school!” Sadie’s traditional name is Misquae Wadin Equae
(Misqua-Wab-un-Equway) which means Red Morning Sunrise Woman!
Congratulations Sadie, all the best to you in your future plans!

Hannah Hunt

Hannah has Cree ancestry. Her favorite teacher has been Ms. Murray
“because she’s always believed in me”! She is still figuring out her
future plans but her hobbies include drawing and make up application.
She would like to thank her mother, counselors and friends for their
support and encouragement through the years. Her role model has
been her mother because she has always helped her. Her advice to
other students, “Keep trying!” Congratulations, Hannah, and all the
best with your future plans!
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Maiyaz Julian

Maiyaz has ancestry from the Nak'azkli Whut'en First Nations from
the Leisilyoo Band. Her favorite teacher has been Ms. Vogelsang from
Fort St. John SS. She had a way of teaching that inspired students to
be independent learners. Maiyaz plans to attend UBC to study history
and environmental sciences and then UVIC in the Indigenous Law
Program and is the recipient of a 40K scholarship. She would like to
thank everyone that supported her through the years “because it’s
you guys that have gotten me to where I am and where I want to go”!
Her advice to other students, “Enjoy this time because it’s short
lived!” Congratulations, Maiyaz! All the best to you in your postsecondary studies and travels!

Connor Martin

Conner is from the Tla-O-Qui-Aht First Nations. His favorite teachers
at Vic High have been Mr. Herlaar for math; and Mr. Conibear for all
the support and encouragement through the years. He plans to take
a gap year to work and then pursue a trade through Camosun College.
His hobbies include biking, hiking, fishing and surfing in Port Renfrew.
He would like to thank his mother, Vanessa and Gramma Jean for all
their support and encouragement through the years. His advice to
other students, “Stay out of the Square!” Congratulations, Connor,
and all the best to you!

Coral Reynolds

Coral comes from the Haida Nation. Her favorite teachers have been
Mr. Conibear and Mme. Jean, because she likes their teaching style!
Her plans are to work for a while and then attend Post Secondary in
the ECE program at Camosun then UVIC. She likes to play softball,
listen to music and hang out with friends. Coral spoke at the all-school
assembly for Orange Shirt Day and is a ready and willing school
volunteer. She would like to thank her mom and dad because they
got her butt to school instead of letting me slack off at home. Also
many teachers through the years! Her role model has been Sarah
Rhude for her drumming and cultural teachings in the classroom and
schools. Her advice to other students, “Go to all your classes, do your
work, pay attention!” Congratulations, Coral, all the best to you!
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Alexis Shepheard

Alexis has ancestry from the Haida and Sto:lo First Nations. Her
favorite teacher has been Mme. Campbell for “constantly supporting
me in and out of school, as she was also my volleyball coach. She plans
to attend the University of Alberta for a bachelor of Science degree in
Chemistry, with a minor in business. She loves to play basketball and
volleyball in her spare time. She has won athletic leadership awards
in both junior and senior categories. Alexis would like to thank her
mother, Mme. Campbell, Mr. Pitre and past teachers and coaches for
their support and encouragement through the years. Her role model
has been her mother for always being the strongest person in her life!
Congratulations, Alexis, and all the best in your future plans!

Liz Sibbeston

Liz has Inuit ancestry. Her favorite teacher has been Mme. Campbell
who she describes as her "school mom". Liz plans to work in the hair
dressing field and will eventually attend post-secondary school in a
design program. Liz would like to thank her mom, brother and stepdad for their support and encouragement through the years. Her
advice to other students, “Know your worth!” Congratulations, Liz!
All the best!

Makayla Silvey

Makayla has Inuit ancestry from the Inupiaq People. Her favorite
teacher has been Frank Conibear because “he is very laid back and
does well incorporating Indigenous culture with his teaching”. She
plans to take a gap year then will join the Canadian Armed Forces. Her
hobbies are gaming, reading, outside activities like camping, hiking
and shooting. She has earned numerous awards through Cadets and
through the PE program at VH. Makayla would like to thank Tara
Nargang, Frank Conibear, Rebecca Taylor, Rachel Taylor and Quvi
Taylor for their support, encouragement and love through the years.
Her advice to other students, “Keep going!” Congratulations,
Makayla and all the best in your future plans!
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Emmarie Webster

Emmarie has Nuu Chah Nulth ancestry. Her favorite teachers are her
family members, her parents and siblings for teaching her everything
she knows. Her plans are to continue working, travel with her sister
Joanne, and then go back to school to pursue a fine arts degree. She
would like to thank her nieces and nephews for encouraging her to
be a good role model. Her advice to other students, “Do not pray for
an easy life; pray for the strength to endure a difficult one” Bruce Lee.
Congratulations, Emmarie, all the best in your travels and future
plans!

Mielikki Williams

Mielikki is a Métis student. She has been involved with the Vic High
hairdressing Program for a few years and her favorite teacher is Ms.
Pam Murray, who is the instructor of that program. She is thinking of
joining the Military after high school. She likes to read and listen to
music. Mielikki would like to thank her family and friends for their
support and encouragement through her school years. Her role
models are her grandparents: her grandmother was a hair stylist and
her grandfather was in the navy. Her advice to other students, “Work
hard, have fun and stay true to yourself.” Congratulations, Mielikki!

Congratulations to all the
Graduates of 2019!
If you would like to receive a free USB with a collection of photographs
from this evening, please contact:Paola Bell, Aboriginal Nations Education
Tel: (250) 475-4124 or Email: pbell@sd61.bc.ca
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